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THuurspay, September the oth; 1756. 













To- Mr Fitrz-Apa™m. 





V3 S Ihave a fingular favour to beg 
of you, I think it proper to preface 





zh my requeft with fome account of 





myfelf. 

I am at prefent one of the nu- 
merous fraternity. of DrsTRESSED 
GENTLEMEN; a difconfolate being, daily. contending 
betwixt pride and poverty ; a mournful reli@ of mif- 
‘pent youth ; a walking dial, with two ‘hands pointing 
‘to the loft hours; and having been long ago tired with 
‘putting my fingers into empty pockets, am at laft.defi- 
rous of employing them in foliciting the affiftance and 
recommendation of the WoRLD. 











1158 THE WORLD, No. 193. 

1 was bred at a. great public fchool, not far from 
this metropolis, where I acquired a knowledSe of the 
claflics and the town, fuperior to my years. “From this 
{chool I was tfanfmitted to a renowned college in a ce- 
lebrated univerfity, from whence my dull-and phlegmatic 
cotemporaries have flid into the greateft preferments in 
church and ftate. They contented themfelves indeed 
with going on a jog trot in the common road of appli- 
cation and patience, while I galloped with fpirit through 
ways lefs confined, till at laft I found myfelf benighted 
inwa maze of debts and. diftreffes. . However, as I 
‘continued to.adorn my mind with the moft elevated 


fentiments of ancient and modern poetry, I was the 


moft fanguine of all mortals, never once doubting but 
that the time would fhortly arrive, when I was to be 
loaded with-fortune, and.diftinguifhed by honours. I 
~looked upon avarice as the meaneft of vices, and there- 


fore rooted it.from my bofom. - I confidered friendthip 

asthe nobleft of virtues, and therefore became the friend 

of everybody. Impudence I difcarded, and called in 

modefty and humility to be my counfellors. Thus ge- 

nerous, friendly, modeft and humble, I was placed by 

my friends in the Inner Temple. But I quickly difco- 

vered that my acquired virtues, and uncommon know- 

ledge, were fo many impediments to the ftudy of the 

‘law; a profeffion too,folid in itfelf to require any exter- 
nal advantages, and (except the great wig and ferjeant’s 

coiff) feeming abfolutely independent of all. acquifi- 
tions whatfoever. . I therefore quitted it in time, and 

commenced fine. gentleman. In this capacity I had - 
the honour of fipping my chocolate in a certain houfe, 
‘was chofen member of a certain club, and foon found 
that I wanted nothing but money to have pafled my 

‘time as agreeably as the beft of them ; that is to fay, by 
being 
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-being always in good company, without the fatigue of 
good converfation ; ever at a feaft, without the: vulgar 
call of appetite ; conftantly at play, without the leatt 
fport; hungering after politics, without the powers of 
digeftion, and embarraffed with acquaintance, without 
a fingle friend. But wanting the one thing needful for 
all-thefe enjoyments, and there being a war upon the 
continent, I quitted the fine gentleman for the foldier, 
and.made a campaign in Flanders. My regimentals 
were. highly pleafing to me ; and I had certainly fuc- 
ceeded -to a ftaff before the end of the war, could I have 
arrived at the leaft fmattering either of gunnery or forti- 
fication. I had read Cefar’s commentaries and Polybius, 
and fancied myfelf improved by them ; but Bland’s treat- 
ife of military exercife was what I could never compre- 
bend. However, I loitered through the campaign 
without ignominy, and at-my return home wiftly fold 
my commiflion. 
_ Tue great and decifive ftep in life ftill remained un- 
tried. Thetemple of Hymen, with all it’s-enchanting 
profpects, was open to my view, and allured my atten- 
tion. The groups of Cupids that feemed to flutter in the 
roof, together with the gaiety and fatisfaction that ap- 
peared in every face, tempted me to enter; and amidft 
acrowd of beauties, a young lady of a moft ingenious 
countenance and flender make, foon captivated my 
choice. She was void of pride, notable, fteady, enter- 
prizing, and every way qualified for the ftation of life in 
which fortune had placed -her, which was that of a 


maid of honour toa foreign princefs. Her name was 


mademoifelle Necessité, daughter of a younger branch 
of the ancient family of that name in Gafcoigny. She 
lent a favourable ear to my addrefies ; and indeed a ftrong 
fimilitude of features and circumftances feemed to have 
deftined us for one another. 


AMIDST 
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AmipstT the inexpreffible joys of this union, I became 
the father of two lovely daughters, who were chriftened 
by very genteel foreign names, fignifying in Englifh 
AssuRANCE ‘and Invention. I exhaufted the fmall 
‘remainder of my fubftance on the education of theft 
daughters, not doubting but that they were given to me 
for the fupport of my declining years. At the inftiga- 


tion of the eldeft, I commenced author, and made the 
‘prefs groan with my productions in profe and verfe. JT 


fighed for the revival of factions and parties, to have an 
‘opportunity of fignalizing my pen in the fervice of my 
‘country ; and like the heroine of old, who-encompafied 
a large teritory with a fingle hide, I entertained hopes, 
from a well-timed halfpenny ballad, to new-hang my 
‘garret with the moft elegant paper. ‘But I foon found 
‘that Ihad nothing to -eat but my own words, and that 
it-was in vain for me to write, unlefs a {cheme was found 
‘out to compel men to read: and indeed, were it not for 
‘the charity-fchools, which have in fome meafure mul- 
‘tiplied the literati in this country, the names of author | 
‘and publifher would long fince have been obliterated. 

You may eafily perceive, fir, that Iam now in that 
clafs of life, which I can only diftinguifh by the title of a 
DISTRESSED GENTLEMAN. But however uncomforta- 

le my fituation may be, I am determined to give my 
exiftence fair play, and to fee it out to the lafta&t. You 
need therefore be under no apprehenfions of my dying 
‘SUDDENLY: and to fay the truth, Ihave fo greata 
‘veneration for phyficians and apothecaries, that I can- 
not think of taking the bufinefs out of their hands, by 
becoming my own executioner. 

My -youngeft’daughter, who is really a moft inge- 
nious girl, has frequently folicited me to try a fcheme of 
‘her’s; which, after long and mature deliberation, I am 
enclined to think may be of great fervice to my country, 


‘and of no {mall benefit to myfelf and family. 
I 
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I wave long remarked the. number of supDEN 
DEATHS that. abound:in: this. ifland, and have ever la- 
mented the difgraceful methods that perfons. of both fex- 
es in this metropolis ate:almoft daily-taking to get rid of 
their being. The disfiguring piftol, the flow ftupefac- 
tion. of Jaudanum, the -ignominious-rope, the uncertain 
garter, the vulgarity of the new rivet; and the fetid 
impurity of Rofomond’s pond, muft be extremely fhock- 
ing to the delicacy of all'genteel perfons, who are willing 
to die decently as well'as fuddenly. - At once therefore 
to remedy 'thefe inconveniencies, I have contraéted for 
a piece of ground near the Foundling hofpital, and pro- 
cured credit with a builder to erect convenient apart- 
ments for the reception of all fuch of the nobility, gen- 
try and others, as are tired of life. Ihave conttived a 
moft effectual machine for the eafy decapitation of fach 
as chufe that noble and honourable exit; which no 
doubt muft give great fatisfaction to all perfons. of quali- 
ty, and thofe who would iinitate them. “I have a com- 
modious: bath for difappointed ladies, paved with mar- 
ble, and. fed by the cleareft fprings, where the patient 
may drown with the utmoft privacy and elegance, I 
have piftols..for gamefters, which (inftead of bullets or 
flugs) are charged with loaded dice; fo that they may 
have the pleafure of putting an end to their exiftence by 
the very means which fupported it. Ihave daggers and 
poifon for diftreffed actors and actrefles, and {words fixed 
obliquely in the floor with their points upwards, for the 
gentlemen of the army. For attorneys, tradefmen and 
mechanics, who have no tatte for the genteeler exits, 
Ihave along room, in which a range of halters are faft- 
ened toabeam, with their noofes ready tied. I have alfo 


a 
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a handfome garden forthe entombing of all my good 
_.euftomers, and fhall fubmit their. confideration of me 
"to their own generofity, only claiming their heads as my 
-conftant fee, that ‘by frequent:diflections and examina- 
tions into the feveral brains, IJ may.atlaft difcover.and 
semedy the caufe of fo unnatural'a propenfity. And 
that nothing may be wanting to make my {cheme.com- 
plete, I propofe agreeing with a coroner by the year, to 
-bring in fuch verdicts as I fhall think proper to direct. 

Tus, fir, is my fcheme,; and the favour I have to 
‘afk, is, that you will recommend it tothe public, and 
make it known through your WorLp, that I fhall open 
-my houfe on the firft day of next November ; and that 


to prevent miftakes, there will be written in large capi- 
tals over.the.door, 


Tue RECEPTACLE ror SUICIDES. 


I am, 
- “Bloomfbury-fields, 
September 3d, 1756. Sir, 


Your very humble fervant, 


Joun AntTuony TrisTMax, 





LONDON: Printed for R. and J. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, 
(where Letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. CO.OPE Rat 
the Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2 d. 





